Editorial :  Conservation of the environment is an obvious common interest which unites members of FODC and this goes hand-in-hand with an interest in sustainability.  It was with these interests in mind that I visited a sustainable house in Glen Waverley on the “Open House Day” last Sunday. The owner of the house had done an admirable job in predictable areas of water harvesting (he draws no water from the mains”, use of solar energy and minimisation of energy use.  However, one small detail of this property was its garden which relies completely on natural rainfall.   And how is this done?  With indigenous plants of course.  There were a number of old favourites in the garden such as weeping grass, various wallaby grasses, indigoferas, dianellas and acacias.  There were also some surprises such as chocolate lilys and a little grassy plant, Linum marginale otherwise known as native flax.  This plant was a remnant of the original vegetation and was thriving on a steep slope in spite of its preferred habitat being described as grassy wetland.  So give your garden a chance to reveal its past and leave the mower in the shed for a few months, help out the survivors by clearing a few weeds and treasure the little things that show up.

 Guest Speakers 

September: 

Dr Ian Penrose from “Yarra River Keepers”

Topic: “What's Happening to the Yarra River?”

November:

Barry Counsel

Topic: “The History of Damper Creek”

Spring at Damper Creek

A note in my diary claims that Wed. 19th of August was the first joyous Spring day, with massed singing of the currawong from trees on both sides of the path, from below Stephensons Rd. to Tarella Rd. bridge. Brown and white wood ducks came with the subsequent rains and fed on the lawns, sometimes with a pair of pink and grey galahs, or hunted for grubs in big, old rotting gum trees. Eight or more came on several, mostly wet, occasions. While one pair stayed for a week: the female, who is larger and has a louder call than the male, seemed to be trying out several likely trees for their nest. But a warm, dry week seems to have sent them home – down past Alvie Hall perhaps or the Gardiner’s Creek wetlands. Other early seasonal visitors were a black faced cuckoo shrike pair. I first saw them, each hiding behind a flowering wattle frond, watching a small bird happily pecking for insects on a branch between them.

Now, in September, Spring in its fullness is here at last! Pairs of rainbow lorikeets race along the path beside the lawns or dodge among the gums. All the birds have nests, while yesterday I saw first the pee wees and then the currawong pair chase away the cuckoo shrikes from their newly laid eggs![Like European cuckoos, the shrikes lay their eggs in others’ nests, and leave them to rear their young.] In the morning you can see our duck pair, bright eyed now, make mating flights high over the gum trees. While the beginnings of a pobblebonk chorus at noon suggests clear water in the lake and the promise of sunny summer days ahead.

Preparation for the fire season.

The threat of fire in Damper Creek Reserve has been a continual concern of adjoining residents and the FODC.  Maintenance within the reserve is carried out by the City of Monash to minimise the threat of fire in a manner which is consistent with the bushland character of the reserve.  This maintenance includes thinning and removal of dead material from the middle storey.  This is the material which would carry any ground level fore into the canopy to produce a wildfire capable of producing an ember attack.  The council also maintains a clear break of vegetation at the fenceline of residences which would prevent and ground based fire from entering adjoining properties.

Assessment of the risk of fire in Damper Creek Reserve indicates that wildfire conditions are unlikely to develop as prevailing winds on high fire danger days run across, rather than along, Damper Creek and the width of the reserve is insufficient to allow a fire of any magnitude to develop.

Although the risk in Damper Creek is low, the horrific fires experienced early this year are a warning that complacency is not an appropriate response and residents should gutters are clear of leaves and twigs and that yards are free from combustible material.  If a wildfire was to develop, houses more than one house block from the reserve would also be at risk and residents should prepare their properties appropriately.

The Monash Council is running a fire awareness day on October 11th

Sadie Street development

The proposed residential development in Sadie Street seems unlikely to proceed following consideration of the environmental values of the area, supported by the identification of rare remnant species by botanist Steve Sinclair.  It is to be hoped that a proposal to rezone the land as parkland is accepted by the council.

Sustainable Living Workshops

The City of Monash is running a series of workshops on Sustainable Living.  Unfortunately the September and October workshops coincide with out monthly meeting  but in the interests of impartiality the details are as follows:

September 23rd 

“Gardening for a Sustainable Future”

October 28th 

”Saving Energy, You Have the Power”

November 18th 

“Beating Water Restrictions”

Contact Anna Mezzetti on 95183423 for further details and bookings

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	September
	Notes

	Meeting: 
	Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	W-Bee:
	Sun  27th 10 am
	Middle bridge

	
	October
	

	Meeting:


	Wed 28th-  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall



	W-Bee:
	     Sun Nov 1st 10 am
	Middle bridge


ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Helen Clements
	98075952

	Secretary:
	Helen Clements (after hours)

helencleme@gmail.com
	98037707

	Treasurer:
	Frank Carder
	

	Editor:
	Doug Scott
	9803 8143

	
	 Please email material for  the newsletter to  dougscott@optusnet.com.au
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