Editorial

April Guest Speaker 

Janelle Thomas from Birds Australia entertained and informed the gathering for the April meeting with research findings on the value of remnant patches of vegetation in urban Melbourne.  What follows is my brief interpretation of the work described by Janelle.

Within the urban environment the presence of large numbers of birds is generally taken as an indication of high environmental values.  Research has shown that casual observation is insufficient to make such sweeping statements and much has been learned regarding the biodiversity of birds that exists within various types of urban environments. 

 The urban environment is populated by a range of birds that can be categorised as exotic, indigenous with tolerance of various environments and indigenous with specific requirements.  Those birds which are tolerant of various environments include birds with which we are most familiar such as magpies, wattlebirds, noisy miners, lorikeets and the white plumed honeyeater.  Also included in this group are some of the smaller, difficult to spot, birds such as pardalotes, silvereyes and the Eastern Spinebill.  Such birds survive because suburban gardens and streetscapes provide them with shelter and food sources.  In particular, the choice of native (not necessarily indigenous) plants in suburban gardens favours  nectar consuming birds. Plants such as grevilleas, callistemons and banksias which are not a frequent part of remnant vegetation communities are a favoured food source of these birds.  Many of these birds are also able to thrive on exotic vegetation.

Those birds which have more specific requirements may be familiar by virtue of their size and the fact that they may fly over suburbia as they move from one food source to another.    Examples are pigeons, cockatoos, rosellas, Kookaburras, currawongs.  However, this list also includes many species which you are unlikely to see in your suburban garden, it is these species which rely on patches of remnant vegetation for their survival.

The study assessed the richness or diversity of species and the factors contributing to to this.  The most significant factor contributing to species richness was remnant vegetation area, followed by the amount of riparian (watercourse) vegetation.

The recommendations following from this work are: 

1/ The size of remnants should be increased by linking remnants and expanding them through revegetation.

2/ Riparian vegetation should be included wherever possible.

3/ Vegetation structure should be maintained to cater for a wide range if different bird species.

Guest Speaker for June Meeting

Frank Leahy, Principal Fellow at Melbourne University , School of Engineering Department of Geomatics, will address the meeting on the subject of the Burke and Wills expedition.  Dr Leahy is credited with discovering the site where Burke and Wills are believed to have buried their astronomical and surveying instruments.

Birds Rare and Common

Written by Judy Borg

March and April, with their extremes, have brought a number of exciting bird species to Damper Creek.  A small flight of Yellow tailed black cockatoos arrived early, perhaps due to the fires, and are still seen regularly. I watched them one day flying over flats at the bottom of Swayfield Rd., in smooth motorized motion, like pelicans. [While next day I saw a large white goshawk with hooked yellow beak, perched on a small gum just below Swayfield Rd., near the top of the fern gully. From my “disadvantage” point below, his long yellow legs and taut tail made a tense and tilted triangle – bent on destruction. I was glad when he flew off in the direction of Tarella Bridge, where the goshawks have traditionally nested.]

A small flock of currawongs arrived early too, one mild and sunny Sunday afternoon – much to the joy of one young man with a camera. The Wetlands rang with their singing, as they flew and fluttered just above our heads, landing and taking off again in twos and threes, in regular motion. While a fortnight later, Ray Anderson, a keen bird watcher, was puzzled and then excited to find he’d spotted a rare Grey Currawong in the Reserve. 

At much the same time I was surprised to encounter a dove-like bird with iridescent golden bands under the body, mushroom tints in its feathers and a beige and shot-gold “hat”. It was standing on a rock on the west side of the lake, seeming to take no notice of me, as I approached. Curiously, it was very close to the spot (near the path down) where a bronzewing pigeon with a butter yellow comb had kept me company, one morning at dawn. “Yes!” It was a female Common Bronzewing! I met her days later along the soft path to the fern gully – where she was a little shy of my boots, unlike her male counterpart, who had taken no notice of them at all.

The fern gully is the haunt of many small brown insectevores that flit together in the shadows – in family groups, perhaps. While on April 24, on the flat beside the fern gully, I was excited to see a soft, pretty bird (quite like a female blackbird), hugging the edge of the bracken and looking at me. It had a gentle face and, on the body, some dark banding below. I was excited to find – in my Field Guide to the Birds of Australia – that it was a juvenile Brush Cuckoo that inhabits “wetter forest and brush”.    

Red Newsletter?

If your newsletter is red it indicates your membership is not paid.  Our treasurer will gladly accept your contribution at the next meeting or you can post a cheque to The Treasurer P.O.Box 2063 Mount Waverley

Extra Working Bees

In order to plant the Melbourne Water grant plants we will be working extra days as follows:

May 31st

June 14th

Jun28th

Jul 12th

Jul 26th

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:

	
	May 2009
	Notes
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	Wed 27th  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall

	W-Bee:
	Sun  May 31st -  10 am
	Middle bridge
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	Wed 24th  -  7:30 pm
	Alvie Hall
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	     Sun 28tht – 10 am
	Middle bridge
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