This edition of Damper Creek Doings is by necessity a very brief communication due to a sudden bereavement in the family of our editor, Doug Scott.
The Friends Group expresses its sincere condolences to Doug for his grievous loss.
First meeting for 2009

The next meeting of our group will be the first business meeting for the year. The meeting will be on Wednesday 25 February at the usual venue, Alvie Hall commencing at 7:30pm. Supper will be served.
For this first meeting for 2009 we will have two guest speakers.

Cr Jieh-Yung Lo was elected to Monash Council for the first time at the recent election. He is very interested and concerned about environmental issues and has visited the proposed development site adjacent to Sadie Street. He is also arranging for representatives of the Sadie Street Residents, and the two Friends Groups to address Council regarding our desire to halt the proposed residential development and to reclassify the land as open space and thus preserve the important remnant vegetation that has been identified in the area. Cr Lo has been asked to briefly address the meeting.
The second speaker will need no introduction to the group – it is Ted Mason, current President and long-time and very active member of the Friends of Scotchmans Creek & Valley Reserve. Whilst we had asked Ted to speak about the groups plans for the Reserve for which they care, Ted revealed that outside the Friends Group, he has another passion and this will form the basis of his presentation on the 25 February.

First Working bee for 2009

As is now usual, we commence the working bee program for the year with Clean Up Australia Day.

So join us on Sunday 1 March at the Park Road car park at 10am to collect your gloves, long-handled tongs and ‘hessian’ bags and help to clean up our Reserve and Bell Bird corner. As usual there will be morning tea at 11am and a chance to catch up with every-one’s activities over the long Christmas break. 
Melbourne Water Grants

We were successful with our applications for all three grants from Melbourne Water. This ensures another $10,000 for plants for the Reserve in 2010. This success was due to the hard work of our secretary Helen Clements who assiduously attended to all the paper work and liaised with the staff at Melbourne Water to ensure smooth passage of our three applications. Well done Helen! 

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12:30pm (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the Alice Street bridge.
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Bell Bird Corner
Melbourne Water, or at least their contractor, has completed the work to stabilize the banks of the tributary of Damper Creek that commences in Bell Bird Corner, the small reserve on the corner of High Street Road and Stephensons Road.

Given the magnitude of the task, it has been completed with only a modest loss of vegetation but unfortunately it was vegetation that was well established and able to withstand drought. Melbourne Water has indicated that they will re-plant the area this year.

At our request, the work in the creek bed and the banks was done using similar basalt rock to that used in Damper Creek and this is certainly a better visual result that Melbourne Water’s initial proposal to use rock akin to Castlemaine rock.

Unfortunately, the standard of construction called for in the contract is not up to that of Damper Creek and the work of ‘The Two Tonys’. Two of our members have maintained a watching brief on the project and Frank and Philip remain concerned that this will not withstand a prolonged period of heavy rain. 
Perhaps Melbourne Water knows that such rain will never again fall in Melbourne!

Anyway – please pay the area a visit and compare the work with Damper Creek.

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc is supported by the City of Monash and Melbourne Water.

Damper Creek Reserve Inc is a member of ‘Landcare’ and ‘Land for Wildlife’ Volunteer Nature Conservation.
Damper Creek Bushland Reserve: part of the Yarra Catchment.
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