Red Newsletter?

If your newsletter is red it means you are unfinancial.  Please make it a priority to pay the treasurer.

Editor’s Musings

For several years your editor has been trying to turn what remains of his front lawn into a lawn of native grasses.  I was a native plant convert back in the seventies and I dutifully planted the (then) limited range of wattles, eucalypts and grevilleas in the belief that I was performing some form of patriotic duty.  However, visits to friends with bush blocks or wanderings on the high plains revealed a far different environment where the dominant species (by number at least) were grasses.  These environments show little evidence of weeds.   I marvelled at the endless acres of snowgrass in the high country or the tufty wallaby grasses in the dry forests of Western Victoria and saw a vision of a truly low maintenance garden.  The challenge of creating such an environment in suburban Melbourne seemed insurmountable due to the enormous number of plants required and unavailability of seed.

The tables turned when I purchased a couple of tubes of Microlaena stipoides from the Holmesglen nursery.   I had read about this species and it’s ability to form a more-or-less traditional lawn. After a couple of years I noticed Microlaena stipoides was appearing in garden beds under shrubs and the idea of a Microlaena lawn was re-born.   Progress was painfully slow.  The initial technique was to transplant seedlings into areas cleared of introduced grasses by judicious application of “Zero”.  After a couple more years the pace of lawn replacement accelerated by collection and germination of seeds which were then transferred to 2” tubes until large enough for transplantation into the lawn.  Over the last summer the process continued with about 300 tubes of M. stipoides nurtured until moisture levels were sufficient to begin planting.

At this stage I would estimate the project to be about 80% complete and it is interesting to reflect on the lessons learned:

M. stipoides is not totally comfortable in full sunlight, it thrives when there is some overhead cover and it really enjoys a layer of mulch.  In it’s ideal environment weed competition does not seem to be a problem but in compacted clay soils in full sunlight the full spectrum of weeds emerges to compete.  Areas planted out in the early days have survived the drought with negligible weed infestation although they are looking a little sparse at present.  Later areas are looking really lush but close inspection reveals a considerable infestation of Poa annua (winter grass) possibly as a result of incorporating potting mix into the soil whilst planting out the tubes of M. stipoides.

Over the next couple of years I can look forward to some intensive removal of Poa annua, a programme of infill planting for those areas which didn’t quite take, about four mows a year (to satisfy you know who) and a few annoying grass seeds stuck in my socks.  Ask me in a couple of years but I really think I’m close to a genuine low maintenance native lawn.

28 Park  Rd Saga

from the Leader 5 June 2007 "Group Backs Council". 
“Mt Waverley Ward councillor Joy Banerji said the council rejected the original plans because of the impact on Damper Creek. "It's a very special area because it's not just for Mt Waverley, it's actually an area used by the whole city", 
Mayor Tom Morrissey said. "The symmetrical appearance of the dwellings is out of character with the established streetscape of Park Road and introduces a new form of development to the area" 

A date for the follow-up hearing has not yet been set.  Watch this space for further developments.

Working Bees 

On May 27th the clearing of weeds in the vicinity of “Mushroom Rock” continued as the soil moisture was not considered high enough to plant.  The reserve is responding really well to the rain and both the indigenous plants and the weeds are thriving.  To take advantage of the prospects of good rains the bush crew is planning to run a series of extra working bees.  The first of these was carried out today, June 17th.  750 plants were given a new home in an area adjacent to the track about 100m south of the middle bridge.  Species planted included Dianella revoluta, Lomandra longfolia, Microlaena stipoides, Dichondra repens, Acacia implexa, Acacia melanoxylon, native raspberry and the native hemp bush.

Extra working bees will be held to plant a recent order by the Friends of $10,000 of plants
ordered through the Council nursery which includes just over $4,000 of Melbourne Water grant monies. Plantings will be carried out from Park Road entrance to Palma's plummet along the riparian strip and the understorey of the hillside along the main track.

Additional plantings will be conducted on June 24th and on our  normal scheduled day of July 1st.  Those on the email list will be notified before any non scheduled working bees (or any other events for that matter)  If you are not already on the email list, please send me a note at dougscott@optuslet.com.au and ask to be included.  You can also ask to have the newsletter sent by email and save postage and paper.

Contact numbers for Environmentally Concerned Citizens

EPA Victoria - www.epa.vic.gov.au
Information Centre 9695 2722
Litter Report Line 1800 352 555
Smoky Vehicle Reports 9695 2755
Pollution Watch Line 9695 2777


Environment Day Awards Jun 7th

A contingent of FODC members attended a reception at Civic Centre for Monash World Environment Day .  It was inspiring to mingle with other community groups and individuals concerned with the environment.  The highlight of the evening was a talk by Peter Malcolm describing his participation in an Antarctic expedition.

The FODC received a magnificent book on world environment issues, and an inscription of congratulations. The book will be available for FODC members to borrow. 

Current committee activity :

1/ 3. A new brochure for DC compiled by Campbell Miles will be published shortly. Thanks go to Campbell for his idea and for his work in writing up the information

2. The Friends Executive will meet with Michael Grant to discuss the excess tracks around the bushland depot, coming from Norman Court, Gillian Road and Richard Road

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


June 2007


Meeting:


Wed 27th -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun Jun 24th - 10am

Sun July 1st – 10am
Middle bridge
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Meeting
July 2007 

Wed 25th-7:30pm


Alvie Hall



W-Bee:


Sun Jul 29th 10:00am


Middle Bridge
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