Errantum from the September Newsletter

When listing the committee members for the forthcoming year, your editor omitted Graham Lawrence.

Committee activity

Your committee has been active in a number of areas.

1/The council has agreed to provide two benches to be dedicated to key long-term contributors to Damper Creek.  These will be dedicated to Frank Palma and Barry Hunter and will be located by FODC.  The positions chosen are: at the top of the steps overlooking Palma’s Plummet (for Frank Palma) and near the end of Sunhill Rd in an area known as Hunter’s Hill; where we have our annual BBQ. This seat will be dedicated to Barry Hunter.  The Committee will have suitably inscribed plaques made up, which Kevin Ryland has offered to inset into the timber. 

2/ The Committee are actively lobbying to have “rain gardens”  adopted as a method of controlling stormwater surges into Damper Creek.  In particular, works being planned for  Swayfield Av. present an opportunity to prove the concept which could then be extended to  other inflows into the reserve.  The committee was inspired by the concept as presented by Dr Tim Fletcher during his presentation to our August meeting.

3/ Several members of the committee met with Michael Grant and Chris Gittins to discuss several aspects of management of the reserve.  Topics discussed included lopping of trees, development of Bellbird corner, damage by formation of unauthorised bike tracks, protection of revegetated areas and weed removal.

Guest Speaker for October Meeting:

Dr Steve Sinclair

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN">Topic: T Topic: “Flora of Waverley - rare, endangered and in need of protection"
Our meeting will kick off at 7-30 with a presentation by Steve Sinclair, who is a plant genetecist and senior scientist at the Arthur Rylah Institute.  His topics will include:

(a)<SPAN><SPAN>Rare and unusual plants of <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">the</SPAN> waverley area. </SPAN></SPAN>
(b)<SPAN><SPAN>Changing vegetation patterns along <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">the</SPAN> reaches of Gardiners/Damper/Scotchmans creek basin.</SPAN></SPAN>
(c)<SPAN><SPAN><SPAN class=st id=st name="st">Flora</SPAN> <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">on</SPAN> <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">the</SPAN> <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">railway</SPAN> <SPAN class=st id=st name="st">line</SPAN>.</SPAN></SPAN> 

(d)<SPAN><SPAN>Eucalypts of the waverley area</SPAN></SPAN> 

(e)The most interesting places for seeing wildflowers in the Waverley area. 
</SPAN></SPAN>7.30 - 8pm - Dr Sinclair's presentation
8pm - 8.15pm - question time
8.15 - 8.45pm - coffee break for informal discussions.
The break will be followed by a normal business meeting for the month of October.

Duck  Piece III

Much has happened in the lake and breeding pond since the family was three. There have been visitors, too. On Sunday, September 2, there was not one, but two pairs of chestnut teal on the misty lake; the smaller pair were perhaps offspring – the young male in full colours, though, of chestnut, blue-green and red eyes.<SPAN style="mso-spacerun: yes">  </SPAN>The adult pair remained and over several days the male had prime place on the breeding pool’s floating island, head tucked to one side, his chest like burnished copper in the sun.

The visitors disappeared then, though making a brief reappearance one day – do they, perhaps, live down on Damper Creek below Alvie Hall? [You might like to take the willow path sometime and peer through the grating: there are dainty wood ducks there, as well.]<SPAN style="mso-spacerun: yes">  </SPAN>Occasionally, I saw junior on his own, usually in a pond below the dam.<o:p> </o:p>
But one warm morning there was something strange happening in the little inlet to the breeding pool on the far side: fuzzy orange and black amongst the brown – that suddenly became four little ducklings, who had just walked down from where mother duck had hatched them, in a hidden part of the sanctuary. Walking, they looked like wind-up toys, but then they took to the water and paddled together as if they’d always done it.

<SPAN style="FONT-SIZE: 12pt; FONT-FAMILY: 'Times New Roman'; mso-fareast-font-family: 'Times New Roman'; mso-ansi-language: EN-US; mso-fareast-language: EN-US; mso-bidi-language: AR-SA">Next day, at about the same time – or, rather, a little earlier, I saw the female duck fly up to a spot halfway up the hill, and hover, flapping her wings. [Was she checking them? I think so, but I didn’t stop to look. Best not to make her anxious, I thought.] But next day (10/9) I stopped by the lake and looked, astonished, to see mother duck cruising with not four, but eight little ducklings around her skirts. Some of the first four ducklings were noticeably bigger – while one new one seemed smaller than the rest – and reeling from an accidental brush with another as they came into shore, in formation. I remembered that junior, too, had been the smallest of eight – and when his father rallied them to lead them up to the top pools, he would rise up and run on the water, not to miss out!

<SPAN style="FONT-SIZE: 12pt; FONT-FAMILY: 'Times New Roman'; mso-fareast-font-family: 'Times New Roman'; mso-ansi-language: EN-US; mso-fareast-language: EN-US; mso-bidi-language: AR-SA">Today (12/9) has been cold – and I saw no little ducklings when I passed the lake. But I saw three grown ducks flying together high above the tree tops. Was it parents and junior? I think so.  (Judy Borg)

Nature Strip Gardening

Have you ever wondered why you spend your leisure time maintaining a strip of weed infested grass between the footpath and the road?  Perhaps it’s time to put the “Nature” back into your nature strip and replace the motley collection of exotic grasses and broad leafed weeds with something a little more attuned to the locality.  At the same time you may just free up some of your leisure time by eliminating the need to mow.

My council informant tells me that council permission is not needed to do this in Monash but that common sense needs to be applied.  Firstly, nature strip plantings should not present a hazard, either to users of the footpath or to passing motorists.  Landscaping with rocks or tufty plants too close to the footpath could create a tripping hazard.  Prickly shrubs that scratch passers-by or dense plants that could obscure cars reversing from driveways should also be avoided.  Any plant described as a weed should also be avoided so, no matter how attractive, agapanthus or english ivy may be, please look elsewhere.

Acceptable plants range from lawn substitutes such as the grasses Microlaena (weeping grass) or Austrodanthonia (wallaby grass) Judicious use of taller grasses such as Stipa or Poa will add interest .  Groundcovers such as Dichondra repens (kidney weed) and native violets will fill up spaces between the grasses.  Perhaps the most robust plant for this application is the Dianella Revoluta, a plant that can be seen beautifully filling the median strip in Highbury Rd.  For taller shrubs and trees it is best to consult the council for acceptable plants,  particularly if they are under power lines.

Of course, planting vegetables is also an option.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pmWorking Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.
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