Celebrate 2007

The traditional FODC celebration will take place after the working bee on December 2nd.  It will take the form of a barbecue which will commence at 12-00 noon.  Enter via Sunhill Rd or Alice St.

 (Please read invitation attached. The FODC would very much appreciate your RSVPs.)

Our annual barbecue is funded by  the City of Monash as a thank you to the Friends for their support through the year. Meat ,salads, drinks and damper are provided.  All you need to bring are chairs, mats, sunhats, sunscreen and any special drinks you require.

The end of year bbq provides us with an opportunity to meet and thank our representatives for their support and efforts.

The barbecue will also provide us with the opportunity to recognise the contribution made to FODC by Barry Hunter as President , Committee member and tireless worker.  A seat dedicated to Barry will be located near our Barbecue area.

We will also dedicate a seat to the memory of Frank Palma, past President and enthusiastic committee member, who passed away in September last year.  Frank’s seat will be located overlooking Palma’s Plummet.

2007 In REVIEW

The past year has seen much development in Damper Creek. Extra working bees were conducted to install 5,000 plants purchased as a result of a Melbourne Water Grant from 2006.  In addition to the FODC volunteer work of planting, weeding and rubbish removal, the work of the Bush crew and other council workers is vital.  A great deal of effort goes into site preparation for planting, spraying and weed removal.  In particular, the council has supported the regeneration of Damper Creek with a major hand weeding programme and planting additional to that conducted by FODC.  In my opinion the  progress in Damper Creek  in 2007 has been remarkable, all the more remarkable considering the severe drought we have faced.

During 2007, the FODC have appreciated the active involvement  of our elected representatives from Federal and State Parliament and especially the local councillors, and the administrative staff at the Monash City Council in supporting us to maintain &  enhance Damper Creek . We thank all Friends and the local community especially in regard to the VCAT hearings in regard to 28 Park Rd. We will continue to work together to protect our special bushland environment.

Email contacts

The benefits of emailing the FODC newsletter are obvious in that paper usage is reduced, the effort of printing, folding and mailing newsletters is eliminated and the transmission of the newsletter can be effected in a timely fashion.  If you regularly access email, I urge you to ensure that your copy of the FODC newsletter arrives via email.  In fact, if you have access to several email accounts you can have a copy sent to each account.  Just let our treasurer, Frank Carder, know your requirements of email me at dougscott@optusnet.com.au. 

 Our thanks also go to Sarah Macdonald at the City of Monash for regularly organising the mailing of paper copies of our newsletter.
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<DIV>Rainbow Lorikeet News</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> (Judy Borg)

<DIV>Yesterday (8/11), walking down to the lake from the high path along the lawns, I came across a greenbacks' prep school, I think. [I usually call them greenbacks because when an adult pair "buzz you", what you see is greenbacks speeding off into the distance!] In the late-flowering wattle arching overhead, I counted eleven tiny rainbow lorikeets, feeding on the cream blossom and chattering softly. </DIV><DIV> </DIV> <DIV>I stopped and looked for several minutes, recalling that once I came across a real school of older, immature birds, in a tree across the dam wall. They were all busily grooming and I looked on as one by one they came up to be inspected and approved by two adult birds. On another occasion I'd come across young greenbacks noisily feeding in a small gum beside the creek path - to find an old, old greenback, apparently keeping an eye on them, secreted in a small tree nearby. [I had a similar experience with the pink flowering, black trunked young gums on Crow St. across Highbury Rd. Was it the same crowd? At any rate, I apologised to the ancient bird.]</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>Some birds may choose not to send their offspring to pre-school, for last year I was entertained daily by a bright young bird (already showing red and gold) after his parents had left for the morning. There was a shortage then of suitable nesting hollows and this one was brought up in a nesting box, but with a thin horizontal branch beside it: just right for small claws - and with a hollowed out log attached at an angle, that he loved to climb in.</DIV> <DIV>But one morning I was earlier than usual and came to find the parents still at home. The father was incensed and at first I - and junior too, I thought - treated the whole thing as a joke. But then the father came at me, diving - to stop short, wings and claws at full stretch, an angry glory of red and gold! I felt ashamed at the trouble I'd caused and slunk off.</DIV> <DIV> </DIV> <DIV>You may remember I started my stories this year with an account of rainbow lorikeets in formation, helping to drive off a large hawk. This morning I went back to check on the babies and found them chattering and feeding happily on a wattle further along the top path. Serendipity was broken by a wattlebird, who flew in and chased a couple of the lower feeders off. Again he came to repeat the action, while the chattering had stopped but the others were still feeding. He swooped in again to chase off more - while three of the others returned, to feed on higher branches. The wattlebird flew off, not one to be made a fool of. Field to the babies!  Rainbow lorikeets - masters of maneuvers! </DIV>
Chocolate Lily Patch

The area between Stephenson’s Rd and the creek supports a high density of Chocolate Lilies (Arthropodium strictum).  I discovered this when I commenced weeding the area three or four years ago.  I never cease to be delighted to observe the density of these plants in the area.   However, I cannot confirm that these are definitely remnant patches, Mark from the bush crew tells me that some were planted in this area several years ago.  Whatever the source of the plants, there is some characteristic of the area which is favourable to them.   Last year there was almost no flowering of  A.strictum but this year there were many flowering plants, not spectacular but satisfying to Campbell and I who have carefully removed the quaking grass (Briza maxima) from the patch.  Now that the competition has been removed, all we need is good rainfall to produce a spectacular display next year. (ed)

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.
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