August Meeting special arrangements

(a) guest speaker 7-30 

Dr Tim Fletcher will speak on the topic of “Interaction between Stormwater and Stream Health and Riparian Revegetation”

Dr. Tim Fletcher is the Director of the Institute for Sustainable Water Resources at Monash University, he also co-chairs a UNESCO program and has been involved in the design of water sensitive Urban developments in Australia. 

(b) Supper and AGM

The talk will be followed by an informal supper and the final item for the night will be the (short) AGM.

28 Park  Rd 

The second hearing was held on Wednesday July 25th.  Attendance by members of FODC was high and a number of other local residents were present.  Unfortunately two key members ‘of our original team, Graham Lawrence and Campbell Miles were unable to attend.  Substitute speakers, namely Chris Nicholls and your newsletter editor presented on their behalf. 

The hearing extended well past the expected finish time and the meeting adjourned with the member indicating that he would visit the site of the proposed development before handing down his decision.

A further hearing has now been called for 2-15 pm on Friday 17th August.  This is a most unusual development and its effect on the final decision is uncertain.  Once again, the FODC urge you to attend to demonstrate the level of local concern over this proposal.  Note that: (a) It is likely that there will be further design modifications to be considered and 

(b) any further submissions are to be directed either through the FODC or the Council’s solicitor.

We all look forward to an appropriate conclusion to this protracted matter.
Duck Piece II

Several people have asked for a sequel Duck Piece and here it is:
A day or two after the previous incident I was walking along the wet lands path, just past the breeding pool, when there was a sudden whoosh as the male duck flew just above my head, presumably on a mating flight. Abruptly he was ambushed from the left by the young duck. He braked heavily with a sharp intake of breath - his wings tips just before my eyes! He recovered and flew on, leaving the young male behind.
Next morning I saw the three at the top end of the pond: the pair together and the young male coming to join them from the breeding pool. For the first time I wondered if they were a family group. [With a galloping Oedipus problem?!] As they paddled near there was a soft clacking of bills, each turning to each: Clack, clack, clack. “How charming”, I thought – ‘til I noticed the young duck was being side lined upstream and the others took off without him!
It was a warm, wet morning next time I saw them (26/7). There were pools of water on the path beyond the dam wall and mother and son were happily padding through them, finding tidbits to eat. The big male, down beside the stream, rushed up quickly to defend them from danger. I stood still. Not taking any chances, he lead them across the mulch and up the sloping path along the fence line, junior turning back momentarily to toss a pod of red blackwood wattle seeds into his bill with a typically nonchalant air.
 Judy Borg

Arbour  Day Planting

Our usual team of volunteers was boosted by a number of visitors as we toiled  in mild conditions to plant approximately another 1000 plants.  You can check the area, immediately south of the middle bridge, between Alice St and the creek.  This is infill planting, mainly with small shrubs and ground covers.  The soil was soft and moist, ideal conditions for planting.  We are looking forward to some new floral displays in this area during Spring.

Plant Observations

Just before the last working bee Margret Bartels rang me to tell me of an exciting new flower that had appeared just by the steps leading to Palma’s Plummet.  The plant proved to be Hakea sericea, otherwise known as the Silky Hakea.  The plant in question was one of the most spectacular examples of its type I have seen.  The usual form has a white flower but the example that so attracted Margret is an unusually intense pink colour.  

The common name “Silky Hakea” is a misnomer as this is one of the prickliest plants you could encounter.  This is, nonetheless an excellent plant for the home garden.  It provides a ready refuge for birds and, while in flower, it is an excellent source of nectar for honeyeaters.  Its prickly foliage is a good deterrent for cats and it responds readily to pruning, though heavy gloves need to be worn for this task.  I have one of these plants which is about 10 years old and has been cut back hard on a number of occasions.  The pruned branches can be placed strategically around the garden to discourage cats from taking refuge in the soft grassy areas of my garden. (My apologies to cat lovers, cats are fine, just not in      my garden or in the reserve.)

Even though we are still in mid winter It seems a never ending miracle to me that so many Australian plants choose to flower in the coldest months.  In addition to the hakea mentioned earlier we have the Silver Wattle and Myrtle wattle coming into flower.  These two plants illustrate the diversity of the wattle family, the Silver Wattle is a tall forest tree to 30 metres in height with fine feathery leaves while the Myrtle Wattle, grows to no more than two metres and has short, broad leaves.  Another wattle to look out for  is a Cootamundra wattle at the Stephensons Rd end of the reserve.  Undoubtedly one of the most beautiful wattles, this example is a garden escape, in short, a weed. I do not know how long the bush crew will allow this to remain, while it does remain it serves as an example to us all that what is beautiful does not necessarily belong.

Weeding

I have always encouraged FODC members to become involved outside working bees by adopting a section of the reserve and working to keep it weed free.  This is an activity which requires a certain amount of training in addition to that which can be acquired on working bees.   Workers must be aware of weed identification, OH&S issues and appropriate weed disposal practices.  In order to ensure workers have the appropriate skills the FODC will work with the Conservation Services Dept. of the City of Monash to organise appropriate training.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm. Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.
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