August meeting /AGM

Our new committee, elected by a totally transparent process of nomination and acceptance (all candidates were unopposed).

President – Campbell Miles

Vice President/Editor/Newsletter - Doug Scott

Secretary - Helen Clements 9807 5952 A/H

Treasurer – Frank Carder

Public Officer- Romy Orfanelli

Noticeboards – Judy Borg

Committee members

John Clements, Kevin Ryland, Chris Nicholls

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve wish to express their sincere thanks to our outgoing President Graham Lawrence and outgoing Treasurer, Philip Johnstone for their excellent work, support and leadership. Sincere thanks are also extended to Margret Bartels for the beautiful work on, and the excellent maintenance of, the noticeboards in the reserve over many years

Guest Speaker Dr Tim Fletcher:

Topic Stormwater Management

Dr Fletcher was invited to address the FODC meeting by John Clements through his work at Monash University.  Dr Fletcher’s credentials were quite intimidating and I was fully prepared to meet a middle aged academic with a presentation  style suited to the lecture theatre or an international conference.  Frankly, and thankfully, I was quite wrong and Tim proved to be a passionate young advocate for his speciality with impressive and engaging communication skills.  

Tim is project leader for the “Facility for Advanced Water Biofiltration”at Monash University.  Even though he was deprived of basic tools (i.e. whiteboard marker) he engaged us with the story of the evolution of Stormwater management by Melbourne Water.

The audience was rapidly transported from the grand visions of wetland areas such as the Huntingdale Wetlands, to the more  modest province of the home garden.  With an increasing proportion of our urban environs being covered with hard surfaces, waterways are being increasingly stressed with sudden high flows, pollution and rubbish.  Emerging techniques allow peak flows to be dissipated by intercepting runoff before it reaches the stormwater system.  Engineering solutions include the incorporation of absorption pits into the  street stormwater collection system, wetlands alongside freeway developments and flood retarding basins incorporation biofiltration into major streams.

On a more modest level, the individual property owner can assist by incorporating a raingarden into the property.  The raingarden intercepts stormwater, directing it to an area of high absorption where it percolates to the subsoil, recharging aquifers and preventing clay areas from drying out.  The absorption area is enhanced by planting species which can benefit from occasional high moisture levels but are also tolerant of extended dry periods.  Many indigenous species are suitable for this purpose but Tim particularly recommends Carex appressa, commonly called “Tall Sedge”.  The raingarden can be fed directly by a downpipe, via a water tank or from redirected surface runoff into  a slight depression.  Ideally, a raingarden should be provided with an overflow which feeds directly into the stormwater system. Such a system removes pollutants, slows water flows,  prevents rubbish from entering waterways and helps maintain the water table.  Small streams such as Damper Creek would benefit considerably from adjoining property owners incorporating raingarden principles in their gardens.

For more information visit any of the following websites:   www.Melbournewater.com.au
www.wsud.melbournewater.com.au
www.clearwater.asn.au
www.wsud.org

28 Park Road

The final result of over one year’s effort by FODC has now been made clear following the handing down of the VCAT determination.  After three VCAT hearings, numerous meetings of the executive committee, extensive lobbying of the City of Monash, and close co-operation with the Environmental Defender’s Office, we can now reflect on the effectiveness of our efforts.

1/ What we gained

(a) greatly reduced building bulk, more sympathetic to the site.

(b) Increased set-back from the rear property line.

(c) Reduction in the proportion of the block covered by hard surfaces.

(d) Agreement by the City of Monash to notify the FODC as a “Third Neighbour” in the case of all development applications adjoining Damper Creek

(e) Revegetation to be carried out to the satisfaction of the City of Monash, protected by a $3000 bond per  property.

(f) Improved teamwork within FODC

(g) Improved relationshiips with other orgainisations such as City of Monash, Environmental Defender’s Office and Friends of Scotchman’s Creek and Valley Reserve.

2/ What we lost

(a) A two unit development will proceed at 28 Park Road.

(b) Existing vegetation will be cleared (to be replaced with council approved native vegetation).

(c) Failed to have the existing Vegetation Protection Overlay honoured.

We believe the strong representations made by the Friends Group were significant factors in the abandonment of the original, highly unsatisfactory plans and their substitution by plans that were more sympathetic to the Reserve.

Landcare Awards

On August 28th Graham Lawrence and I attended the Victorian Landcare Awards ceremony at Government House. Although FODC were not successful in obtaining an award, it was an inspiration to hear of the achievements of the top landcare groups in the state.

Landcare awards are predominantly awarded to rural projects, but  a number of categories apply to a group such as ours.  The closely comparable “Friends of Lower Kororoit Creek” won the Murray Darling Basin Commission Rivercare Award for work on the Kororoit Creek, in Melbourne’s west. We congratulate them for their achievement.   I feel certain that, with appropriate resolve FODC could be lining up for an award at the next Landcare Awards ceremony in 2009.  Keep up the good work!

Guest speaker for October meeting

Dr Steve Sinclair will be guest speaker for our October meeting.  He is a scientist at the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research based at Heidelberg.  However Steve is unashamedly a local, having grown up in the Syndal area and been instrumental in promoting the retention of remnant vegetation in Highbury Park at the corner of Highbury and Blackburn roads.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pmWorking Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the notice boards.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


September 2007


Meeting:


Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


     Sun 30th -  10 am
   Middle Bridge


October 2007
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Wed 24th Oct  -  7-30 pm


Alvie Hall



W-bee:


Sun 28th Oct  -  10-00am


Middle Bridge
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