Dear Friends,

Travel back in time this month as Damper Doings recalls past events and the history of Damper Creek Reserve and the community.

Twenty-one years ago…

Did you know that our City's floral emblem - the Chocolate Lily "comes of age" in 2006. The Waverley Gazette of 16 April 1986 reported that in 1985 the then Waverley Council adopted the Chocolate Lily (Dichopogon strictus) as the floral emblem on the  initiation of the late Mayoress, Glenda McIntosh and the Waverley Group of the Society for Growing Australian Native Plants.  This small mauve native flower, named on account of its chocolate-vanilla scent, can be found blooming in our own Damper Creek 

Dichopogon strictus: Tuberous plant with grass-like leaves to 30cm long.  Attractive, delicate, fragrant mauve flowers with dark anthers on slender stem, 30-40 cm high.  Single flower at each stem node.  Distribution: SA, Vic, NSW, Tas.  Propagation from seed or by division.  Cultivation: this species has a delightful perfume of chocolate when flowering on a warm summer’s day.  It is worth growing a dozen or more of these plants in a group for their perfume alone.   Full sun position in most soils is suitable.

FYI - at least half of the food eaten by Aborigines came from plants, and it was the task of the women to collect them. In the southern parts of Australia, roots were the most important foods.  There are many native lilies with small tuberous roots which were collected for food including the Chocolate Lily, Early Nancy and Milkmaids.


Twenty Six Years Ago...  

From the Waverley Gazette of 1 Oct 1980, there was a report by Vivian Theobald of hundreds of trees dying throughout the Waverley district.

"The trees affected are mostly the great Australian gum.  Experts say more than 50% of the trees in the municipality are withering away either from insect defoliation or age.

Infestation by lerp (a parasitic insect) among young gums is almost a plague proportions.  Only the "vigour" of many young trees has saved them so far.

In one reserve alone on the corner of High Street Road and Stephensons Road dozens of trees have been affected and a large number are already dead.

[image: image1.wmf]The senior Research Scientist of the Forest Commission of Victoria and local resident, Dr Geoff Marks, confirmed fears last week."

A photo showed the dying trees at Bellbird corner.  Now 26 years later we can see that we lost many trees but some of the younger stronger trees have fortunately recovered.

Thirty years ago…

The Waverley Gazette of 2 June 1976 reported that Council Engineers have started design work for the construction of a pedestrian bridge at Tarella Drive and Alice St.  A plan has been prepared for the construction of a path through the reserve at Bell Bird corner in the near future.

Damper Creek Reserve History.

Damper Creek was probably a valuable food source for the traditional inhabitants of the area, the Wurundjeri. Later it was a rest place and water source for stockman. 

Damper Creek Reserve played a small part in the building of St Stephen’s Anglican Church in High Street Road, Mt Waverley. The plans for the church were drawn up in 1864 and donations were requested to pay for the building. The congregation contacted a William Stevenson (Stephensons Road, a variation, was named after him), to bake the bricks and he obtained his clay from the crossfire of gullies around Damper Creek. The bricks were fired in a kiln built near the creek and the church members carried them up the hill.

Orchards, market gardens and farms soon surrounded the creek until after World War 2 when the city began to spread eastward.

Damper Creek and the surrounding bushland was saved by local residents from subdivision and road construction in 1969. Several local Councillors were elected on the platform of preserving the creek for public open space. 


Urban development surrounded the Damper Creek “drain” and the area was infested with blackberries, ivy and other noxious weeds. Willow trees elevated the creek bed and the banks were eroding with the increasing volume of stormwater. The area was used as a dump for local resident’s garden refuse and rubbish.

In the early 1990?s circuit fitness equipment was put into the reserve but the area was often too boggy and not an attractive or safe place to run.

Bushland Restoration Project

The Friends of Damper Creek Reserve was formed in April 1993. The Friends worked in conjunction with the then City of Waverley (now Monash Council) to begin a staged restoration of the creek.

News snippets…

May working bee – The day dawned overcast and by 9.30 it was raining.  Not to be dissuaded by a shower a few regular stalwarts were up at the Stephensons Rd end of the creek reserve, near the notice board, ready to start planting the native grasses and flax bushes that Monash Council staff had already put out.  By 11.00 it was clear and the group had built up to 13 adults plus a couple of juniors with a result that over 600 items were planted.  

Welcome to new members: Frank and Anthea Carder who had their first taste of a planting session.
Is your newsletter still RED? 

Unfortunately this will be your last newsletter 
as your subscription is now 12 months overdue.

If you still wish to receive newsletters and continue to support the great work of Friends of Damper Creek
please renew your subscription now. 
Annual membership is still only 
$2 per single and $5 per family.

Payments can be made at the meeting, working bee,
 or dropped in the letterbox of any of the addresses
on the back of this newsletter

We thank you for your continued support.
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.


Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


June 2006
what/where?

Meeting:
Wed 28th  -  7:30 pm
Informal

W-bee:
Sun 2nd July  -  10 am
Middle bridge


July 2006


Meeting:
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm


W-bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


August 2006


Meeting:
Wed 23rd  -  7:30 pm


W-bee
Sun 27th  - 10 am
Middle bridge

Addresses & Telephone No’s:

President:
Graham Lawrence

41 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley
9807 9215

Secretary:
Ian Parry

3/12 Surrey Rd, Mt Waverley
9809 5527

Treasurer:
Philip Johnstone

4 Purse St, Mt Waverley
9807 9096

Editor:
Lisa Blanco

31 Park Rd, Mt Waverley

eljay159@optusnet.com.au
9830 8946
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