Dear Friends,

Welcome to the start of a new year for the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve group.  I hope this newsletter finds you well and rested, and eager to continue our vital work in maintaining and improving the reserve.

As in previous years, it is the function of the newsletter to provide a means of keeping all our members informed about upcoming events and the future goals of the Group.  It also provides an opportunity for members to share an experience or some information of interest to the Friends Group.  Perhaps you’ve spotted an uncommon bird or witnessed some animal antics.  Maybe you would like to know more about a particular plant or perhaps you simply want to recount an inspiring Damper Creek moment!  This is your chance to tell others of your thoughts or experiences.  We’ve already received some interesting articles from members and they’ll be featured in upcoming newsletters, but we’d love to hear from you too.  
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We’d also love to see you at one of our monthly meetings.  The meetings are open to anyone and we encourage your participation in both general and specific discussions about the reserve.  It’s always constructive to get a fresh point of view about a particular issue and the meetings provide an opportunity to have your say.  If you haven’t attended a meeting before, now is the time to join in and experience for yourself what it’s all about.

[image: image2.png]



BOXES, BEES AND UNINTEDED CONSEQUENCES

Over the past few seasons Monash Council have begun to install a number of breeding boxes in the Reserve.  The intention is that birds and small mammals will use these boxes as shelter.  This will help make up for the lack of mature hollow trees which would normal be preferred by animals and birds to raise their young.
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Breeding box located near the duck pond

Unfortunately other creatures that would also normally use a hollow branch of trees for shelter sometimes use the boxes.

Below: In this case feral bees have taken over a breeding box on the uphill slope near the end of Alice Street.  

It is not an unusual situation for environmental managers to find things do not always work out as planned.  Whenever a new strategy is tried nature may surprise us because one of the important rules of nature is the Law of Unintended Consequences.

Even when the bush is an urban bushland like Damper Creek Reserve, nature can only be encouraged rather than commanded.

Ian Parry

Did You Know?

That gold was panned in Damper Creek in recent times.  Well it was in 1978 and the gold dust was placed there for children from Waverley North Primary School to try out their panning skills in the style of their forebears.  The children, dressed in colonial style costumes, stood in the water below the middle bridge while using their pans.

Actually without the creek being “salted” you would be most unlikely to find gold there.  Firstly because the current creek bed has been artificially created and is only a few tens of years old, and secondly because it is unlikely any gold would be washed in as the geology of the area is unlikely to hold gold anyway.

Philip Johnstone
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General Business…

In November of last year three Year 4 classes from Mt Waverley North P.S. visited Damper Creek.  Ian Parry was on hand to represent Friends of Damper Creek and to answer their many questions.  The children were very well behaved and seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves.  They were very interested in hearing all about the snakes of the reserve and also showed a lot of interest in a dead duck… apparently it was much more interesting than the live ducks!  Each child took home a brochure about the reserve.

Thank you to Greg Jenkins for the enlarged photographs he took of a couple of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos that have been inhabiting the reserve.  They’re fabulous photos and will be on displayed on the noticeboards.

2005 END OF Year BBQ.

Everyone had a terrific time at the BBQ.  It was a lovely sunny day and there was an impressive turnout of members.  Many were familiar faces but it was great to see quite a few new faces as well.

A big thank you to everyone who contributed their time, equipment, cooking skills… and to all the families who attended and helped to make it such a great afternoon.

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between “Informal”, “Committee” and “Guest Speaker”.

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

Annual membership costs only $2 per single and $5 per family.


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:


February 2006
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm


W-Bee:
Sun 26th   -  10 am
Middle bridge


March 2006
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 22nd  -  7:30 pm


W-Bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge


April 2006
What / where?

Meeting:
Wed 26th  -  7:30 pm


W-Bee:
Sun 30th  -  10 am
Middle bridge

ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

President: 
Graham Lawrence
9807 9215


41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley


Secretary:
Ian Parry
9809 5527


3/12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley


Treasurer
Philip Johnstone
9807 9096


4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley


Editor:
Lisa Blanco
9830 8946


31 Park Road, Mt Waverley



eljay159@optusnet.com.au
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