Damper Creek in Flower

A quick look at Damper Creek leaves one in do doubt that we are facing a severe drought.  Even the weeds are wilting!   Nonetheless many of the indigenous plants are flowering  as usual since Australian plants have evolved to cope with periods of drought.

The long awaited flowering of the beloved Chocolate lily is in progress.  I have recently cleared weeds from a large area of these plants and suspect that by doing so, I may have exposed the soil to greater moisture loss.  I’m not too concerned as this plant has a robust underground tuber which can even survive several years without sprouting.  It may be one of the great survivors of the drought.

Another plant of the lily family, the Bulbine bulbosa is brightening up the reserve with its yellow flowers.  I have been amazed that this plant, recently planted into parched soil, has flowered so profusely.  Bulbine bulbosa has a reputation for setting seed easily and we may expect continuing crops of this attractive plant.

The Australian Bluebell, Wahlenbergia Stricta, is now starting its long flowering season and a well established patch of these at the Stephenson’s Road end of the reserve will provide continuing interest.  The Flax lilies are also starting to flower.  The larger variety, Dianella longfolia, is similar in size and habit to Lomandra Longfolia with metre high lush green foliage graced with slender stems carrying delicate pale blue flowers with contrasting yellow anthers.  Dianella revoluta, on the other hand is smaller with a foliage texture which blends into the shrubby background of the Australian bush.  However, on closer inspection, the small flowers of this plant are an intense blue, a vivid contrast to the yellow anthers. 

Among the pea flowered plants coming into flower at present are the Running Postman and the Hop  Bitter Pea.  Two more different plants from the same family could hardly be imagined.  The Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata) is a prostrate creeper with a brilliant red flower accented with a yellow centre.  The Hop  Bitter Pea is a shrub to three metres with typical red and yellow egg and bacon flowers.

Dusty Miller (Spyridium parvifolium) is inconspicuous for most of the year but is now coming into flower.  The small white flowers draw attention to this bush but it is the powdery white leaves that surround the flowers which make a more attractive and long lived display.

The white flowered Olearia lirata or Snowy Daisy Bush is still putting on a good show a  month after I first reported it. 

Committee: Corrections

Your editor apologizes for omissions to last month’s listing of committee members.  The correct current listing is as follows.

President - Graham Lawrence

Vice President/Editor/Newsletter - Doug Scott

Secretary - Helen Clements 9807 5952 A/H

Treasurer - Philip Johnstone

Public Officer: Romy Orfanelli

Noticeboards - Mrs Margret Bartels

Committee members

Kevin Ryland

Campbell Miles

Chris Nicholls

Thanks to outgoing committee members Ian Parry (secretary), Lisa Blanco (newsletter editor) and Bev Council (Committee member).

October Meeting

Maxine Morand (MLA for Mount Waverley) will attend this meeting to listen to talk informally to members after the meeting.

Development Controversy

The objection lodged by the Friends group regarding the proposed development at 30 Park Rd  seems to be fuelling a renewed interest in our group’s monthly meetings.  The September meeting was well attended.  A presentation by Annette Jones informed members on the activities of the “Environmental Defenders Office” (EDO) and their ability to  help organizations and individuals to fight inappropriate development proposals.  The committee will be working with the EDO to prepare a submission to the City of Monash regarding a strengthening of the Vegetation Protection Overlay in the vicinity of reserves such as Damper Creek.  We will be working with the Friends of Valley Reserve and Scotchman’s Creek  to prepare this submission.  Key elements of this submission will include a requirement for an increased setback from a reserve boundary (as distinct from a normal rear boundary which would usually back another residential property) and preservation of existing vegetation, in particular indigenous vegetation, which adds to the value of the reserve as a wildlife corridor.

Signs of Change

Have you noticed anything unusual lately?  My eyes popped when I saw a grass tree which I planted in my garden about 15 years ago was developing its first flower spike.  It must be a response to the very dry season because I noticed another performing the same trick in a front garden in Huntingdale Roaad.

A Challenge

From the odd spot in the newspaper"

Canadian man Ken Chaplin planted 15,170 red pine seedlings in one day near  Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, on June 30, 2001.

This makes our planting sessions insignificant!!!!!!

Spotted by Philip Johnstone

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.  Meeting format alternates between "Informal", "Committee" and "Guest Speaker".

Working Bees are held on the following Sunday from 10am to 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any late changes to the working bee location will be posted at the middle bridge.

Friends of Damper Creek

Important dates to remember:


October 2006


Meeting:


Wed 25th  -  7:30 pm
Alvie Hall

W-Bee:


 Sun 28th Oct- 10 am
Middle Bridge


November 2006
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Wed 22nd Nov-10 am


Alvie Hall



W-Bee:


Sun 25th  -  7:30 pm


Middle Bridge
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