Dear Friends,

Bellbird corner has received some much-needed attention over the past months and the restoration has improved the area immensely.  Some minor rockwork is still to be completed but the focus now is on planting out the understorey to improve embankment stability, restore wildlife habitat and enhance aesthetic value.  Planting in this area is also the focus for our Friends group over the coming months and as there is a large quantity of vegetation to be planted we need all the help we can get.  As the weather warms up it provides a great opportunity to participate in the working bees and get your hands dirty!  We look forward to seeing you there.
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There has been a recent sighting of some Gang-gang Cockatoos (Callocephalon fimbriatum) at the Park Rd end of the Reserve.  Although these birds are common in prime habitat of southern NSW and north-eastern Victoria, they are becoming increasingly scarce in areas where habitat is degraded.  Gang-gang cockatoos are identifiable by their distinctive dark grey body and wispy, fine-plumed crest.  Males have a bright red head; females have a grey head and the upper-parts are barred lemon-grey.  Their very distinctive screech is likened to a “creaky door”.  (As this is not a colour publication, you’ll just have to imagine the scarlet head – but no doubt Margret will provide some lovely colour photos for the noticeboard!)  


Swoop!

There were several reported cases of serious eye damage caused by swooping birds in Melbourne last spring.  In response to this the State Government has released a “Swoop!” resource kit in a bid to avoid springtime swooping injuries.  Available for purchase from the DSE Information Centre, the kit includes a poster, a pair-of-eyes sticker, and a warning sign to erect where birds are swooping.  It’s not just the mischievous magpies that swoop either… other culprits include magpie-larks, kookaburras, wattlebirds, butcherbirds and plovers!  Although there have been no reported cases of injuries from swooping birds in the Monash area for over eight years, remember these guidelines to “survive the swoops” should they arise:

-
Avoid areas where birds are swooping, if possible.

-
Wear sunglasses.

-
Look at the bird – it’s less likely to swoop if watched.

-
Stick image of eyes onto back of hats or bike helmets.

?
… It costs nothing, but gives so much

It enriches those who receive, 
without making poorer those who give.

It takes but a moment, 
but the memory of it can last forever.


Yet it cannot be bought, begged, 
borrowed or stolen, 

For it is something that is of no value 
to anyone until it is given away…

? …It’s a smile


News Snippets

Obituary  - John Ross

John Ross passed away on 27th September 2004, aged 70 years, after a long period of ill health.  John, an ex-resident of Sunhill Road, was involved in calling and speaking at the original meeting of ratepayers on 26th September 1968, from which the Damper Creek Conservation and Development Group was formed.  John retained his interest in our Reserve, attended our 30th Anniversary Celebration of Achievement Reunion in November 1998 and was delighted by the development of Damper Creek Reserve.  John’s originality and wit will be missed.


Kevin Ryland

September Working Bee… Despite the fine weather only 12 or so dedicated volunteers planted at Bellbird Corner, along the embankment near Stephenson’s Road.  Planting will continue in the same area until all allocated seedlings have been planted. 

October Working Bee… As stated, we will be planting at Bellbird Corner and as many hands make light work we encourage you to join in.  

November Working Bee… We will either be planting at Bellbird Corner or weeding at Damper Creek - to be confirmed.

Keep an eye out in the “What’s On” section of the Leader Newspaper.  Friends of Damper Creek will be advertising in an effort to promote the group and encourage new volunteers to attend the working bees.

Alternative access signs have been erected near the middle bridge to direct cyclists to the pathways that don’t have steps.
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The Friends of Damper Creek End-of-Year BBQ will be held in the Reserve at the end of Alice Street, on Sunday 28th November after the working bee.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to catch up with other members in a beautiful bushland setting while enjoying some great food and great company.   Presentations will also be made to some very deserving long-standing members.  Don’t forget to make a note in your diary!
The Reserve end of Alice Street is likely to be modified to provide a paved area for trucks (i.e. garbage trucks) to assist them with turning around.  A similar set-up exists at the end of Golf Avenue.  It should prevent further damage to the reserve entrance.

On Saturday 18th September bright pink paint was found to be entering the creek from a drain outlet south of Tarella Bridge.  The EPA was notified and is investigating.   Please take extra care when cleaning paintbrushes etc…

Please don’t pull out weeds in the Reserve without prior permission from the Council, as there have been many instances recently where native plants have been pulled out by mistake.   If you’re not sure of a plant’s i.d. then talk to the Bushcrew at the working bees.  They have an extensive knowledge of the local plant & weed species and are more than happy to pass on their knowledge.

Don’t forget to renew your
Friends of Damper Creek subscription
– it’s now overdue! -


Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	- October -
	

	Meeting:
	Wed 27th Oct
	7:30pm

	Working Bee:
	Sun 31st Oct
	10am-12noon

	
	Planting at Bellbird Corner

	
	- November -
	

	Meeting:
	Wed 24th Nov
	7:30pm

	Working Bee:
	Sun 28th Nov
	10am-12noon

	
	Followed by End-Of-Year BBQ


Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.

Working Bees are held on the Sunday following the meeting from 10am - 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.
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