Dear Friends,

Anyone who has looked at the noticeboards over recent months will have noticed how well they are being maintained by Margret Bartels.  Her enthusiasm and creative approach to this voluntary job is reflected in the colourful display of pictures and information that is regularly updated.  Margret is always on the lookout for interesting photos, articles and other information to add to the displays.  If you have anything you would like to contribute – perhaps you’ve taken a photo of some wildlife in the reserve, or you’ve read an article that may be of interest to others - then simply drop it in at the next meeting or working bee, or into the letterbox of one of the addresses listed on the back of this newsletter.  Items of interest can also be included in the newsletter, such as the following piece by Doug Scott.  You can also email the editor at:
 eljay159@optusnet.com.au

A Thing of Beauty……


On entering Damper Creek from Stephenson’s Road recently I noticed a particularly brilliant wattle blooming on the south side of the track.  On closer inspection this proved to be a Cootamundra wattle (Acacia baileyana).  This would have to be one of Australia’s favourite wattles, with its feathery blue-grey foliage, brilliant yellow flowers which put on their best show in the depths of winter, it was a mainstay of the native plant fad of the 70’s.  Numerous publications list this plant as a weed.  How can this be?


Like many plants outside their natural habitat the Cootamundra wattle can take over from indigenous vegetation.  In many bushland areas it has escaped the confines of the garden and invaded virgin bush, crowding out local species and (more insidiously) hybridising with local species.  It sets seed prolifically, seed which can lay dormant for decades and germinate in response to fire or soil disturbance.  Surely a menace to be eliminated!


I am not about to suggest that every Cootamundra wattle in Mount Waverley be cut down.  It is a fantastic plant with a range of horticultural uses.  Even within Damper Creek its immediate removal is hardly a high priority.  In an area managed as intensively as Damper Creek the removal of the few invaders currently hiding amongst the indigenous plants does not present a great challenge.


There are, however, a number of plants that have established a foothold in the reserve and may never be eliminated.  Many of these are exotics but one, the sweet pittosporum, is a persistent invader.  This plant occurs naturally just to the east of Melbourne, yet, in this area, it is a pernicious weed.  Its destructive nature arises from a number of characteristics.  Its dense foliage shades out and destroys any remaining indigenous plants.  This makes it great for home gardens where it makes a fine showing while eliminating the need for maintaining the ground beneath its canopy.  The owner is also rewarded with sweet-smelling flowers, attractive fruit and a free supply of seedlings to spread around the garden and give away to neighbours.  Birds readily spread the sticky seeds and many end up in Damper Creek (and other reserves).  Sweet Pittosporum is a plant that should be eliminated, not only from the reserve, but also from gardens.  Many others, notably broom and cotoneaster fall into the same category.  Regrettably these plants are all too common in the vicinity of the reserve.


Few wish their garden to look like a patch of bush so the use of exotics and non-indigenous natives is an inevitable part of our suburban culture.  In most cases these plants can be enjoyed without compromising the integrity of our reserve.  However there are some plants which are not appropriate and many of these are still widely planted and even freely available from nurseries.  Eliminate these plants from your garden and suggest that neighbours do the same.  Your garden and our bushland reserves will improve as a result.

Doug Scott


News snippets…
The remainder of understorey planting in Damper Creek has now been completed.  Thank you to all members who attended the August working bee.  The next two working bees will be held at Bellbird Corner.  We will be planting at the newly restored site.

An officer from the RSPCA has been conducting dog registration checks in Damper Creek Reserve on behalf of Monash Council.  She has been checking names against the registration tags and that walkers are carrying bags to collect their dog’s droppings.  We welcome her presence in the reserve and trust that your dog’s registration is up-to-date and you’ve remembered to pick up after your dog!
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The development of the Nature Trail continues with the committee currently working on plans to incorporate the interpretive signs into the project.  The concept will then be put forward to Council for their approval.

[image: image2.wmf]An excellent suggestion was made at the August meeting to erect a folding sign at each working bee to advertise the Friends of Damper Creek working bee to passers-by.  The sign would provide potential members with an introduction to the group and could include pockets to hold newsletters etc.  Local real-estate agencies are being approached to sponsor the production of the sign.


The Australian arm of the World Wide Fund For Nature, or WWF Australia as it is now known, has a wonderful website where you can find all sorts of information relating to the conservation of our natural habitats and native species in Australia.  Read about WWF Aust projects, their federal election policy proposals and current environmental news.  Find out about events & volunteering in the local area, plan a holiday that supports the WWF, or buy merchandise from the online shop.  You can even adopt an animal such as Valerie the grey nurse shark, or Delilah the grey headed flying fox!  This website is definitely worth a longer look:


www.wwf.org.au
Did you know…

[image: image3.wmf]That when a nest falls out of a tree you can usually put it back successfully?  If the nest has completely dislodged from its original position, place the whole nest in a similar sized basket and put the basket and nest back where it was.  There is a good chance that the parents will continue to care for their young.

That you can return a baby bird to its nest after it has fallen out?  Popular belief has it that adult birds will reject young that have been handled by humans.  However, smell is not as well developed in most bird species as it is in mammals and it is unlikely that the parent birds would smell that the youngster had been touched by humans.

[image: image4.wmf]The Friends of Damper Creek End-of-Year BBQ will be held after the November working bee on Sunday 28th Nov.  Make a note in your diary as this is always a fun, social event!

Friends of Damper Creek
Important dates to remember:

	
	- September -

	Meeting:
	Wed 22nd Sept
	7:30pm

	Working Bee:
	Sun 26th Sept

Bellbird Corner
	10am-12noon

	
	- October -

	Meeting:
	Wed 27th Oct
	7:30pm

	Working Bee:
	Sun 31st Oct

Bellbird Corner 
	10am-12noon


Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at Alvie Hall (corner Alvie Road & High Street Road) and start promptly at 7:30pm.

Working Bees are held on the Sunday following the meeting from 10am - 12 noon (morning tea at 11am).  Any changes to the working bee location will be posted on the noticeboards.

ADDRESSES & TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	President: 
	Graeme Lawrence
	9807 9215

	
	41 Essex Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Secretary:
	Ian Parry
	9809 5527

	
	12 Surrey Road, Mt Waverley
	

	Treasurer
	Philip Johnstone
	9807 9096

	
	4 Purse Street, Mt Waverley
	

	Editor:
	Lisa Blanco
	9830 8946

	
	31 Park Road, Mt Waverley
	

	
	eljay159@optusnet.com.au
	


www.vicnet.net.au/~damper
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