News Snippets

The damaged interpretive sign that is currently situated next to the middle bridge is to be replaced and relocated to a more suitable site.  Monash Council has also agreed to repair the noticeboards at either end of the reserve that are looking a bit worse for wear.

The “Weeds of Monash Bushland Reserves” Brochure was distributed in December to members of Friends of Damper Creek and to residents living close to Damper Creek.  If you did not receive a copy and would like one, they are available from Monash Council on 9518 3555, alternatively this information is now available on the City of Monash website at:

www.monash.vic.gov.au/environment

Monash Council has acted promptly to concerns by Friends of Damper Creek committee members and local residents about the fire risk to homes situated around the Reserve perimeter.  Dead trees and vegetation have been removed and boundary areas have been cleared significantly to reduce the amount of combustible materials that could pose a threat.  It is also important to note that the bushcrew patrols the reserve on days of total fire ban. 

Friends of Damper Creek have applied for a grant to undertake a major restoration of Bellbird Corner.  The restoration project will be a partnership between City of Monash Council, Melbourne Water and Friends of Damper Creek.  Major works will include removing weeds and planting vegetation to boost water purification.

Congratulations and our best wishes to Chris & Dianne Carra (Vice-president) on the arrival of their second daughter, Nicola, in December.   

Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 26th February 7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Come along for a cuppa and a chance to 
catch up with some Friends.

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 2nd March 10:00am – 12:00 noon

This working bee coincides with Clean Up Australia Day.  Please meet at the Park Rd car park at 10am.  

Red Newsletter…?  

If you wish to remain a member and receive the monthly newsletters please forward you payment to one of the addresses listed below.  Members who still have overdue subscriptions after this month will be removed from the distribution lists.

($2 per person or $5 per family)

THANK YOU… to all the members who have recently paid their overdue subscriptions. 
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the New Year!  We have had some very hot, dry days over summer and it is surprising that some native animals seem less able to cope than those that have been introduced.  

On our unforgettable 44(C January day I discovered a ring-tailed possum lying on the footpath.  A quick check of its belly revealed it was a female with a tiny baby in her pouch.  The possum was in obvious distress so I quickly wrapped her in a wet towel and took her straight to the RSPCA.  The staff were not surprised to see the heat stressed possum nor a second one that arrived soon after.  That possum had been found lying on the road and was rescued despite being ignored by passing traffic.  

The staff explained that possums don’t cope well in the heat and that they would be handed on to wildlife carers who would release them once they had recovered.  Surprisingly they are not returned to where they were found, as another possum will move in and take over their territory almost immediately.  Instead the possums are relocated and released in designated areas of bush outside of Melbourne where there are lower possum populations.  I don’t know how many animals were rescued that day but the woman who brought in the other possum and I both agreed that it felt pretty good to help a native animal in distress... 
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Snakes alive!!!

Please remember that Damper Creek is a snake habitat and that care should be taken when walking in the reserve. 
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Luke Novotny has taken some great photos of a couple of copperhead snakes that he observed at Damper Creek during August – October last year.  He has also taken some great shots of a family of Tawny Frogmouths (including 2 adorable chicks) living in the Reserve.  These photos will be displayed on the noticeboards.  

If you have any interesting photos or other material that would be of interest please let us know (see addresses & phone numbers on back of this newsletter).  

Water wise…

Lisa Goeman was invited to speak at our last meeting (November 2002) about energy and water conservation.  She is the Environmental Management Coordinator for City of Monash and spoke of the council’s commitment to reduce water usage through careful management and by educating the community.   

For example, sports grounds have been regularly over sown with drought resistant turf since 1991.  Growing experimental plots of warm season grasses has resulted in the common rye grass on 3 sports fields being replaced with warm season couch that requires only half the water to achieve the same result.  Rain sensing devices have been installed on automatic watering systems at 15 sites (the sprinklers turn off after a rainfall of 6mm).  In the nursery there are shut off valves on hoses and on each individual sprinkler to prevent water draining out of the lines.

The bushland crew at Valley Reserve is establishing low-water lawns using a native grass (Microlaena stipoides).  In two reserves, stormwater has been directed into constructed wetlands for the benefit of wildlife and passive recreation.


Council policy is to use locally indigenous and Australia native plants where practical and mulch is used on most council gardens. 


Monash Council promotes the water conservation message to staff and the community, and hosts “Green Plumber” training sessions.  An accredited Green Plumber can assist customers to identify their domestic plumbing needs whilst reducing energy costs and consumption.  This has the added benefit of helping the environment!

Important facts about Melbourne’s water usage:

· Although we are more “water-wise” than in the past, our overall water consumption is increasing due to the increasing population.  Our current water supply system will not be able to keep up with this and the average demand per person will need to be reduced.

· The State Government has set a target of a 15% reduction in average water use by 2010. 

· Rebates are now available for household rainwater tanks, greywater systems, mulch and certain water saving products.  Contact your local water authority for details.

Clean Up Australia Day!

Sunday March 2nd.

Meet at the Park Road car park 
from 10:00 am.

Everyone welcome and please bring 
the children along too!
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Do you know the names given to groups of animals?


A flight of doves


A charm of finches


An army of frogs


A siege of herons


A smack of jellyfish


A bevy of quail


An unkindness of ravens!
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