News Snippets

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 23rd July.
Please note that the 2003 Annual General Meeting will take place at the July meeting on Wed 23rd July 
(not 27th July as was printed in the June newsletter).  Attendees are invited to nominate for positions.

Annual subscriptions are now due.  To be a member of Friends of Damper Creek is still only $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.  Please bring along your payment to the next meeting or working bee, or you can drop it into one of the addresses listed in this newsletter.

Some of you may have notice a broken railing on the handrail of the eastern path leading down to the Palma’s Plummet.  The damage occurred when workers were clearing a blocked drain in the area and will be repaired as soon as possible.

Essay competition…

Do you know any school children in years 5-6 (primary) or 7-8 (junior secondary)?   If so tell them about our great essay competition.

The theme is “Our Local Environment - Damper Creek”.  The essay should be approximately 200 words long and is due at the end of Term 3.  A prize will be awarded to the winner of each category.


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 23rd July
7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Friends of Damper Creek - Next Working Bee 

Sunday 27th July 
10:00am – 12:00 noon

Meet at the middle bridge for further instructions.
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Dear Friends,

Damper Creek and our local trees provide a food source and habitat for many creatures, some with feathers or fur and those that creep and crawl!  We need to learn to live with the natural environment however some of these ‘neighbours’ do need to be kept under control or else much damage can be done to our own homes.  It is advisable to have regular termite inspections.  One of our members in Oak Court has had to repair damage in recent years.

Subterranean Termites or “White ants”

Family: Rhinotermitidae, Termitidae, Mastotermitidae.

Order: Isoptera

Identification:  Termite workers and soldiers resemble ants but do not have the “waist” of an ant.  Most termites are pail in colour, often with a darker head (although there are some pale ants too).  Like ants, termites are social insects – they live in colonies.  Some species build characteristic mounds, while many others live entirely underground.  Male termites have dark, cylindrical bodies and 4 long delicate wings which they shed after their mating flight.  

Distribution:  Termites are found Australia-wide, but are more diverse in timbered and northern (tropical) parts of the country.  Pest species are commonly classed as either “subterranean” or “drywood” termites.  Subterranean termites live in populous nests in or on the ground, in damp timber or in a hollow tree.

[image: image3.wmf]Life history:  Termites feed on cellulose in the form of living or dead plant tissue, such as timber, grass and man-made products like paper and cardboard.  They may also damage cables.  They live in colonies consisting of one or a few queens assisted by a large number of workers together with fewer soldiers and males.  Juveniles are also usually present.  Males and young queens leave a parental nest when weather conditions are right to mate, disperse and establish new nests. 

Subterranean termites need contact with the soil and moisture.  Their nests may be visible as a mound, or be concealed underground, in damp timber or in a hollow tree.  From the nest, workers make subterranean tunnels, sometimes more than 50m long, to remote feeding sources.  Where buildings are attacked there may be more than one entry point.  Timbers vary in their susceptibility to attack, but those that are susceptible include both soft and hardwoods.  Infested timber is often hollowed out.

Pest status:  Damage to house frames my be expensive and need costly repairs; in the worst cases the house may be condemned.  Subterranean termites are estimated to cost Australia $80-100 million/year in structural damage and associated pest management.  One in four houses in Victoria will probably be affected.

Management:  Termite management consists firstly of keeping the pests away from susceptible structures – prevention is better than the cure.  Preventative measures include physical barriers such as stainless steel mesh or crushed stones, chemical barriers applied to the soil or in a fibrous blanket, and/or use of termite-resistant materials such as preservative-treated timber.  

Timber pergolas, verandas and steps should not be in contact with the ground.  Do not plant trees, shrubs and climbers against a building, and be aware that nests in mature eucalypts; tree stumps and hardwood sleeper walls are potential sources of building infestations.  If the building is on a slab, avoid piling soil or timber against external walls.  If the floor in on stumps or brick piers, inspect the “ant” caps regularly for breaches and make sure no flooring timbers are in contact with the ground.

Where a building is found to be infested, the infestation can be chemically dusted.  Locate and treat the source nest if possible.  Restore or install physical or chemical soil barriers.  Buried bait systems are useful for monitoring and treating infestations.  Biological termite control agents such as parasitic fungi and nematodes may offer possibilities in the future.

Last working bee…

[image: image4.wmf]Fortunately the rain eased off as the working bee attendees began the task of planting approximately 1000 plants around the new steps on the western side of Palma’s Plummet (middle bridge).  Some of the tube stock planted included some vary hardy plants such as Lomandra longifolia, Dichondra and Poa.  

Lomandra longifolia is a tall, strappy plant that forms tussocks 30-70cm high.  It bears crowded, spiny flower spikes held on flattened stems.  On warm summer days, flowers are strongly perfumed.  Its distribution includes SA, Tas, Vic, NSW and QLD.  It can be propagated from seed and will grow in almost any soil and aspect.

Dichondra repens or kidney weed is a groundcover plant, producing roots at nodes and spreading vigorously with kidney-shaped leaves to 3cm across.  It has small greenish inconspicuous flowers and is distributed throughout Australia and New Zealand.  D. repens grows in most situations but ample watering is required for good coverage.  It may be used as a lawn substitute in areas receiving full sun and ample watering.  In heavy shade it becomes etiolated (unnatural lengthening of growth).
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Poa is a tussock forming grass with narrow greyish leaves to 80cm long.  It bears plume-like heads of lowers on stems to 1m and can be found growing from Qld to Tas and west to SA.  Propagation is by seed or division of tussock.  It is a very hardy plant that will accept most conditions.



















� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���


























_998805332

_1118585395.doc
[image: image1.png]






