News Snippets
Grant Update - The Friends have been successful in obtaining two grants for next year.  Parks Victoria are providing $6,000 for infill planting beginning at Stephensons Road end, and Melbourne Water are allocating $3,500 for infill planting within the riparian area (creek bed and banks) focused on the Alvie Road end.

Ritches Supermarket Community Benefit Card - The Friends of Damper Creek have been notified that we have received a $30-$40 Donation from Ritches in Mount Waverley.  Please remember to nominate the Friends of Damper Creek as your Community Benefit Card recipient.


Weed Brochure Update - The research for the Weed Brochure has been completed and photos have been gathered from the NRE archives.  The brochure is currently being designed by Jenny Luzza at the City of Monash and will be at the printers by the end of the month.  Tristan Langdon has also undertaken research about weeds common to Damper Creek as part of his Queens Scout Award.  This research will assist the weed brochure project as well as provide useful information for our newsletter and noticeboards.  Tristan will also present his work at a Friends Meeting.


The Tarella Drive Bridge has been severely vandalised with both handrails being pushed into the creek.  Council is currently seeking advice and quotes for repairs.  The bridge has been blocked off by Council due to safety concerns until it is repaired.

AGM Election Results

A small group of regular attendees together with some newcomers attended the Annual General Meeting last month, which saw the appointment of the following new office bearers:



Frank Palma – President


Di Carra – Vice President


Graham Lawrence – Treasurer


Romy Orfanelli – Public Officer


Philip Johnstone – Committee

Fred Ward – Committee

The position of Secretary has not yet been filled and a volunteer is urgently needed.  A volunteer is also needed to update the noticeboards.  

The new Newsletter Editor is Lisa Wakeling.

Friends of Damper Creek Monthly Meeting

Wednesday 28th August 7.30pm - Alvie Hall

Guestspeaker will be Tristan Langdon to talk about his Queens Scout Project (Identification of Common Weeds in Damper Creek).

Friends of Damper Creek
Monthly Working Bee / Sign Launch & Luncheon Sunday 1st September
Meet at the end of Alice Street at 10am for infill planting and maintenance. This will be followed by lunch at 12 noon and the official launch of the Damper Creek Nature Walk Interpretative Signs.  Please bring a chair and special drinks.

Editor’s Note

On behalf of Friends of Damper Creek I would like to thank Ron Shaw for the outstanding job he has done as Newsletter Editor over the past five years.  The newsletter is an excellent means of providing information relevant to the Damper Creek Community and this is due largely to Ron.  I only hope that I can continue in his footsteps and I welcome any suggestions/news/articles that may help with this task.   Lisa Wakeling
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Dear Friends,

After the mild July weather, the thunderstorm and rain of early August breathed new life into the Reserve, leaving the air smelling fresh and clean and the main pond looking the same grey-green as the leaves of the surrounding gum trees.  


Whilst walking through the reserve one can hear the excited calls of the many birds that make Damper Creek Reserve their home.  Pairs and small groups of eastern rosellas are easily spotted foraging on the ground for food, crimson rosellas call to their mates with their beautiful bell like sounds.  The wattlebirds and noisy miners are making quite a racket and are busier than ever preparing for the spring and all that comes with it.  Friends of Damper Creek may have also noticed the new arrival of a brood of eight Pacific Black Ducklings.

An Australian Goshawk was sighted in Damper Creek a few weeks ago.  These birds often pass by Damper Creek, their presence causing other birds to become agitated and take to the air to frighten it away.  The sky can fill with a hurricane of birds circling overhead in pursuit of the Goshawk.  The adult Goshawk is grey brown to slate grey on the upper body with a beautiful rufous and white barred chest and under-parts, a long tail, and yellow eyes and legs.  The goshawk glides silently over trees to surprise prey and attacks with great speed.

National Tree Planting Day

Over 40 people attended the July Working Bee, which coincided with National Tree Planting Day.  This was a great turn out and together we planted over 4000 plants in Bellbird Corner.   

Plants used in the Bellbird Corner planting


Two of the native plants we have planted in this area are members of the Hakea family, Hakea nodosa and Hakea ulicina.  Hakea is a member of the Protea family (Proteaceae) and its close relatives include Banksia, Grevillea, Dryandra, Isopogon and Telopea (the Waratah). Hakea is named after Baron Christian Ludwig von Hake, a German patron of botany. All species of Hakea are endemic to Australia. 

The flowers of hakea species are quite small but they occur in clusters (an inflorescence), which, in some species, may consist of perhaps 100 or more individuals. The inflorescences can be quite variable in arrangement but two that are commonly recognised are the "spider" flower arrangement, in which the flower styles arise from a rounded inflorescence like the legs of a spider (as in many grevilleas), and the "pincushion" shape where the flowers occur in a globular-shaped cluster.  Another arrangement is an elongated "brush" shape where the flowers are clustered into cylindrical racemes usually at the ends of branches where they are very conspicuous.

Many hakeas have stiff leaves with sharp points. This feature has probably contributed to the relatively slow uptake of the genus in general horticulture but it does make hakeas excellent plants for boundaries or places where it is desired to restrict access. It also makes them ideal plants to offer protection to birds from predators such as cats.

Hakeas generally flower in winter and spring. The flowers are followed by hard, woody seed pods each containing two seeds and, in the majority of species, these pods remain tightly closed unless stimulated to open by heat, such as a bushfire, or by the death of the plant. The seeds themselves have a papery wing, which allows them to be distributed by wind. Those species native to areas where fires occur at regular intervals often have a "lignotuber", a woody swelling at or below ground level from which regeneration of the plant can occur if the above ground stems are destroyed.

One of the great features of hakeas in gardens is that many attract honey-eating birds which act as pollinators for the plants. A number of species rely on other methods of pollination, e.g., beetles, moths, bees, ants, and even small marsupials.

Hakea nodosa is a medium-sized shrub, which may reach 3 metres high by a 3-4 metre spread. Smaller forms exist which grow to only 1-2m high (e.g. a form from the Grampians area in western Victoria with deep yellow flowers). The leaves are bright green, rounded in cross section and needle-like, generally 40-50mm long by 1-2mm wide. Flowers occur from April or May to August, producing cream to deep yellow blooms along the branches. Their odour has been described as fragrant by some and smelly by others. The flowers are followed by woody seedpods about 30 by 35mm containing two winged seeds. The pods do not shed the seed until stimulated to do so by environmental conditions (e.g. after a bushfire).

In nature, H. nodosa grows in a wide range of conditions and soils, ranging from clay loam to sandy. It will grow successfully in full sun to part shade and is a good habitat plant for local fauna, especially in areas where it is indigenous such as Melbourne's northern and eastern suburbs.

Hakea ulicina or furze hakea is a many-branched shrub 1-1.5 m tall with branches covered in soft downy hairs. The leaves are flat and needle-like. The grevillea-like flowers are white, occasionally pinkish, stemless and clustered at the bases of the leaves. The hard conical seed capsule is smooth and small (12-18 mm) with a small straight beak. Furze hakea is susceptible to the root rot fungus Phytopthora cinnamomi. It is found in fertile heaths on Flinders Island and much of its habitat continues to be cleared.

Remarks from a regular walker

[image: image2.wmf] 

Whilst enjoying the sights and sounds of our beautiful reserve recently, I was alarmed by the amount of dog droppings lining the pathways.  Not only is this an environmental pollutant when washed into the waterways, but also a visual one (not to mention the odour!).  As responsible dog owners we must all pick-up after our dogs for the benefit of all creatures that enjoy Damper Creek.  Next to my dog leash at home I keep a small “bum-bag” filled with dog treats, loose change and plastic bags so when we go for our daily walks I always have something on hand to tidy up little accidents.  It doesn’t require much effort and the reward is a more pleasant environment for all.
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