EDITORS NOTE:

Many people play a vital part in the ongoing success of our Friends group. We are one of the most active Friends groups in Monash and we have built an excellent working relationship with the Monash Council.

In the past two years we have been very fortunate to have two members whose work and dedication has been outstanding and they deserve recognition.

The first is our President, Dianna Carra. She works tirelessly on myriads of details that advance our ideals. I see some of the duties Di undertakes and I envy her energy, professionalism and ability.

The other is Kevin Ryland, our secretary. Kevin is not only one of the original Damper Creekers; he is a key member of our committee. Kevin provides the tools for our Billy tea at working bees, he industriously writes minutes of the meetings, accepts incoming mail and helps organize grant applications with Di.

It is then somewhat disappointing that the number of people attending meetings is dwindling as are the number of members attending working bees. These two people deserve more. They deserve your support. Even if you cannot attend our meetings or work at our working bees, at least come along to a working bee morning tea at 11:00 am to show that you are still interested.

The success of Friends of Damper Creek has been largely due the socialization of members. This enjoyable mixing of members breeds success and it helps everyone to remain motivated. Think about this when it is time for our next meeting or our next working bee.

(Dianne reviews the contents of this newsletter so she will probably try to have this piece deleted however I will insist that it remains for you all to read.)

Ron Shaw

Newsletter Editor

Clean Up Australia Day

[image: image1.wmf]Once again, this was a very successful morning with local volunteers teaming up with FDC members to clear rubbish from the reserve and also from Bellbird Corner.

Thank you all for your assistance and special thanks go to the representatives from Avila College who came along to lend a hand.

In-fill planting

Many of the plants have now established themselves and grown considerably.  This year we will be allocating grant funds for the purchase of in-fill plants. These are grasses and other low-growing vegetation for planting under the existing shrubs. We will have a large number of these plants to put in so many helpers will be needed at our future working bees.

Dates for your diary

Our next meeting will commence at 7:30 pm on Wednesday March 27th at the Alvie Hall. 

As Easter falls on our normal working bee Sunday, this day has been postponed to Sunday April 7th. Meet at the central bridge at 10:00am.
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Dear Friends, 

In our last newsletter we introduced the danger of fire in the reserve and the potential danger to the homes adjoining the reserve. This subject was also brought up in a meeting with Monash Council representatives. While the Council will do all it can it does urge local residents to undertake their own fire risk management steps.  These include:

· make a fire break on the property and don’t leave rubbish stacked against the fence

· use fire resistant plants rather than plants containing volatile and inflammable oils

· have solid timber fences rather than wire mesh fences that do not reflect radiant heat

· clear gutters of dried plant material

· remove branches overhanging the house or outbuildings

We approached the Metropolitan Fire Brigade to see if a representative would come along to our February meeting to address our members. We were both disappointed and astonished to learn that the MFB wanted to charge us $209.00 for the first hour and a further $105.00 for each additional hour for provision of a speaker! Needless to say we did not accept this condition explaining that we are a voluntary organisation.

Scott Clements came along to our February meeting to show us and explain how he has upgraded our website. Scott would like everyone to look at the website and report back any errors, omissions or alterations that you consider necessary. You can contact Scott via email at scotcl@hotmail.com
Scott has spent many hours of his own time on constructing our website and the meeting acknowledged his fantastic efforts.

Di Carra reported that she has already received emails from other Friends groups as well as other members of the public congratulating us on the website. School children writing to FDC and requesting information for their school projects can now be directed to the website.

Have a look! 
www.vicnet.net.au/~damper
Photographic record of Damper Creek

We repeat our request to anyone holding photographs of Damper Creek or the Friends activities. We would be grateful if you would see fit to pass them on to Kevin Ryland. Kevin is collating a photographic record of Damper Creek from it original dilapidated state to its ongoing restoration and beautification. 

A long overdue meeting with James Paterson and Michael Grant (from Monash Council) and the FDC committee covered a great number of issues relating to our mutual involvement. Most of these are of the utmost importance. The responses were tabled and discussed at our February meeting. There were too many topics covered to list is this newsletter and this is why we encourage members to attend our meetings if you have any issues you wish to put forward.

Rats!

[image: image3.wmf]Is you home adjacent to Damper Creek and are you troubled with rats?  Some may be the introduced rats but some may be our native rats. If rats are worrying you we urge you not to try to poison the animals. If they are native rats they are likely to return to the reserve where they die and become part of the food chain subsequently poisoning other animals. If you contact the Bushland crew they can loan you a special trap that captures the animals alive. They can then be identified and the appropriate action taken.

How can I tell if it’s a native rat or an introduced rat?

The first thing to look at is the animal's behaviour: 

Is it active during both day and night, and is it relatively fearless around humans? 

Is it an agile climber, often seen in fruit trees, scaling fences and electrical wires or the roof of a house? 

Have you found a nest in your roof, made of shredded materials such as paper, insulation and other debris? Have you seen evidence of it feeding on grains and discarded foodstuffs as well as fruit and even pet food? 

All of these traits combined are characteristic of the Black Rat, which is often called the Roof Rat for its nesting and climbing habits. 

Native rats, such as the Bush Rat, are much shyer animals, and are not found in places where human traffic is frequent - they prefer to nest in dense forest understorey, sheltering in short burrows under logs or rocks, and they line their nests with grass. 

Two rats that inhabit Damper Creek are the Bush Rat and the Water Rat.
Bush Rat
 Rattus fuscipes.
Their front teeth are one pair of distinctive chisel shaped incisors with hard yellow enamel on front surfaces.

They have a pointed head with conspicuous rounder ears.

Their colouring is described as grey to grey-brown or reddish above, grey or cream below, dense soft fur.

They have a short scaly tail 105-195mm. And their body is about 110-205 mm. These native rodents are mainly nocturnal.

Water Rat
 Hydromys chrysogaster.
They have one pair of distinctive chisel shaped incisors with hard yellow enamel on the front surfaces.

Flattened head, long blunt nose, with abundant whiskers, small eyes. Notably small ears and although their colouring is variable, it is described as near black, grey to brown with white to orange belly. Thick soft waterproof fur and webbed feet. The tail is white-tipped and about 242-345 mm. long.

Their preferred habitat is along waterways and estuaries. They take food from water, swimming underwater to find aquatic insects, fish, crustaceans and mussels. Snails, frogs, birds' eggs, and water birds may also be taken. They are one of Australia's only two amphibious mammals (the platypus is the other) and they live in burrows alongside river and lake banks. They are semi-nocturnal although some may forage in daytime, unusual in Australian rodents. These rats have been seen in Damper Creek recently.
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