News Snippets

Positions Vacant… A volunteer is urgently needed to fill the position of Secretary.  Please consider taking on this very rewarding role.  Perhaps you could share the role with your spouse/partner? 

The noticeboards are now being regularly updated. Currently displayed is an excellent aerial photograph of the Damper Creek Reserve and the surrounding residential area.  It is well worth a look… you may even see your house!

[image: image1.wmf]September Meeting… on the hop!

After closing the meeting we braved the fresh air and wandered down to the main pond in the hopes of recording some frog calls.  We were in luck as a few lonely frogs began their annual serenade to entice potential mates.  Three species were identified by their calls (see below).  We also observed many tadpoles that were visible by torchlight in the clear stream water.  The results have been passed on to Melbourne Water for inclusion in their Spring Frog Census 2002.  www.frogs.org.au

· Southern Brown Tree Frog
“crik…crik…crik…crik”

· Striped Marsh Frog 
“bok….bok….bok”

· Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk)
“bonk….bonk”

September Working Bee

Sunday 30th Sept opened with overcast sky and threats of showers but the rain held off to reveal a most pleasant morning.  Twelve friends weeded north of Middle Bridge on the western slopes and collected rubbish in the creek down to the pond and beyond. A chain saw was needed to clear a fallen tree blocking the eastern path at the bridge.  Morning tea was held at the stone table. 

(Courtesy of Philip Johnstone)


Friends of Damper Creek – Next Meeting

Wednesday 23rd October

7:30pm - Alvie Hall

Guest speaker: Monash Green Waste Service.  

Please come along as this will be a 

very informative discussion.

Friends of Damper Creek – Next Working Bee 

Sunday 27th October   10:00am – 12:00 noon
Meet at the middle bridge for planting & weeding.  Morning tea will be served at 11:00am.

Do you have a RED NEWSLETTER this month…?

This indicates that your subscription is still overdue.  To continue your membership and to receive the monthly newsletters please bring your payment to the October meeting or working bee or drop it in to one of the addresses listed below.    ($2 per person or $5 per family)

THANK YOU… to all the members who have recently paid their overdue subscriptions.
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Dear Friends,

As the dumping of garden waste in Damper Creek Reserve continues to be a problem it is perhaps timely that our guest speaker at this month’s meeting will be a member of the Monash Green Waste Service who will explain the service and how garden waste is treated and safely recycled.  
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Coincidentally, the week of 13th – 20th October just happens to be…

Weedbusters Week!

The campaign started as Weed Awareness Week in Queensland in 1994 and by 1997 it had grown into a national program running annually in the second week of October.  The national program is coordinated by a committee composed of representatives from each State/Territory and the Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), with some funding assistance from the Natural Heritage Trust.
The campaign aims to: 

· Raise awareness and increase public understanding about the problems weeds cause. 

· Help the public make the connection between their gardening, farming or grazing habits and potential land and environmental degradation. 

· Provide the public with the information and skills required to play a responsible role in the sustaining use of the land and water resource and ultimately make the necessary changes in behaviour to help the environment. 

· Foster community ownership of problems resulting in acceptance and support for weed management projects. 
For further information visit the Weedbusters Website at www.weedbusterweek.info.au
And while we’re on the subject…the “Weeds of Monash Bushland Reserves” brochure, which is currently being produced by Friends of Damper Creek and Monash Council, is in its final stages of production and should be available within a couple of weeks.  The brochure looks very impressive and will be distributed throughout the Monash area.

Bellbirds… friend or foe?

We may miss the tinkling sounds of the bellbirds (Damper Doings June 2002) and even wish for their return but according to biologist Tim Lowe eucalypt gullies like Damper Creek are probably a lot better off without them.  Bellbirds (or more accurately bell miners) are extremely territorial.  In colonies ranging from 20–200, these greenish honeyeaters zealously guard their territory, driving away other birds, even hefty ravens and kookaburras.  Only small understorey birds are tolerated.  Bellbirds are dietary specialists.  They eat psyllids, tiny sap sucking bugs found on gum leaves, and lerps, the sweet shields the bugs build.  Because bellbirds harvest only part of their food supply, the eucalypts they defend often suffer severe bug infestation.  Bushmen will tell you bellbirds live in “sick” forests.  

[image: image4.wmf]Some years ago a Dandenong landholder illicitly shot the bellbirds on his land.  Other birds came for the psyllids, and his trees improved.  Word of his deed reached the ear of forestry biologist Richard Loyn, who in 1981 repeated the experiment, removing bellbirds from a psyllid-sick forest near Melbourne.  Even before the last of them were caught, thornbills, pardalotes and crimson rosellas rushed in to feast on the lerp.  The trees began to recover, sprouting flushes of new leaves.  In a bizarre finding, the honeyeaters were proved to be responsible for making the eucalypts sick!

According to Loyn, bellbirds are true farmers.  Their territoriality turns the trees into producers of bird food via psyllids, but at the forest’s expense.  To allow the bellbirds to control enough lerp, other birds must be kept away.  Bellbirds aren’t discriminating enough to attack only lerp-eaters and nest robber, though, and many innocent birds such as bark-feeders are also kept away.  When their “farms” sicken, bellbirds react by either allowing their trees to die or, more commonly, moving to nearby areas and returning later when the trees have recovered.  

[image: image5.wmf]Melbourne lies at the western edge of their range and bellbirds here have gone urban.  Their colonies often straddle gullies and run into nearby gardens where nectar is taken from shrubs and water from birdbaths.  Cats, dogs and people are sometimes mobbed.  Garden trees are seldom killed, bellbirds defending them less diligently, perhaps because urban nectar is a reliable food.  Bellbirds stole into the eastern suburbs in the 1920’s and although some colonies have fallen to development, others have ventured deeper into the metropolis.  They continue to head west and have been spotted as far west as Geelong.

Watch out!  Bellbirds aren’t the only birds on the move.  We’ve had reported sightings of ducks & ducklings in backyard pools, waddling along footpaths and even stopping traffic to cross High Street Road!  Jim Kelly spotted this brood on Sept 23rd at the golf course end of Golf Avenue.
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